THE CONTINUED DESCENT.                    I$3

points emerged at a little distance, and two jets of afr
mingled with vapour were noisily shot forth,

The ubas approached, the harpoons were thrown at the
same instant; one missed its mark, but the other struck
one of the cetaceans near his tail

It was only necessary to stun the animal, who rarely
defends himself when touched by the iron of the harpoon.
In a few pulls the cord brought him alongside the uba,
and he was towed to the beach at the foot of the village.

It was not a manatee of any size, for it only measured
about three feet long. These poor cetaceans have been
so hunted that they have become very rare in the Amazon
and its affluents, and so little time is left them to grow
that the giants of the species do not now exceed seven
feet. What are these, after manatees twelve and fifteen
feet long, which still abound in the rivers and lakes of
Africa?

But it would be difficult to hinder their destruction.
The flesh of the manatee is excellent, superior even to that
of pork, and the oil furnished by its lard, which is three
inches thick, Is a product of great value. When the meat
is smoke-dried it keeps for a long time, and is capital food
If to this is added that the animal is easily caught, it is
not to be wondered at that the species is on its way to
complete destruction,

On the I9th of July, at sunrise, the jangada left Fonteboa,